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ABSTRACT

Electronics systems have unexpectedly been growing in the automotive industry since the
1990s and have increased the complexity of automotives that each firm cannot deal with by
itself alone. European automotive industry has formed many consortiums to set industry-wide
standards for reducing complexity, using new standardization process, Consensus
Standardization, which was brought by the industrial policy, namely relaxation of anti-trust law
in EU and USA in the 1980s.

This paper reviews the whole picture of innovation systems based on the consortiums, where
academic, industry, and government collaborates in large-scale innovation like electronics
system of automotive, and explains how the consortiums autonomously coordinate to end up

with the appearance of the influential industry-wide standards.

Keywords : consensus standards, large complex innovation, consortium, relaxation of anti-trust

law, innovation system
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