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The approach to the concept definition for the study of consuming culture development:

Could there be some “Potential needs” toward to problem setting?

Hidemichi Miyake

In some studies about the succeeded case of product development especially focusing on
the new concept creating, the existences of “potential needs” are envisioned before the
product developed. However, is it the fact? In case of the development process of the
disability care product, the need of it was plotted as the problem setter schemed. The
situation before problem setting can be open to various interpretations of many product
developers. And they can construct not only product concepts but also needs. The
existence of “potential need” is an illusion with hindsight. There are just the humanities
of (ex-post) consumers before problem setting, and product developers can change them
to the specific needs of consumers with the problem setting. Livers learn about the
problem consciousness, and the knowledge above the product usage. Thus the condition
which the product can be used is developed. Finally the culture which uses the product

is developed and the consumers emerge.

Keywords: product development, culture development, potential needs, humanity
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